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DYVERTIS:EME N-T, 


Tals addreſs appears in print at the 
deſire of many who heard it, and in nearly 
the ſame form, in which it was delivered, — 
The pleaſing occaſion the loyal affection of the 
Author's heart, to the perſon, family and gorern- 
ment of the King ;—his zeal for the tranquillity 
of his country ;—and his earnett wiſh that it may 
pleaſe God to bleſs the ſacred ſentiments incul- 
cated in it, will form an apology in the can- 


did mind, for his conſenting to the publication, 


Arxit 2, 1789, 


— 5. 6 
* OE: 
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SE On em er mn eo no 


S E R M ON. 


ISAIAH, 


CHAP. xxzxvii. VERSES is,  FND xx; 


THE WRITING OF HEZEKIAH, KING 
JUDAH, WHEN HE HAD BEEN SICK, A:... 
WAS RECOVERED OF HIS SICKNESS. 


THE LORD WAS READY TO SAVE I 
THEREFORE WILL WE SING MY SOV 
TO THE STRINGED INSTRUMENTS, 

THE PAYS OF MY LIFE IN THE HOUSE 6 
THE LORD. 


AM to requeſt your attention to 
religious and practical improvemn 
which we ſhould be concerned to make, 
our late deep affliction in the ſickneſs, 
of our preſent joy on the recovery, of 
Sovereign the King; an event this, . 
B "hl 


(2) 


ever may be the difference of our political 


views in other matters, in which we are 


all, not a little intereſted, and in which, 
I would flatter myſelf, we unanimouſly 


and moſt ſincerely rejoice.- 


Places of worſhip are conſecrated to the 


Moft High, The pulpit ſhould reſound 
with the name, the authority and ſalva- 


tion of the divine Jzsus. Religion is 
not defigned to be an engine of hu- 
man politics, or ultimately to ſubſerve 
any purpoſes , but ſuch as are facred : 


to ſtrengthen faith; to direct, elevate, and 


warm our devotion; to comfort and con- 


firm us in holy obedience, and in love one 


to another, | 5 


But, my brethren, public events are 


oftentimes ſo intimately connected, ſo 


interwoven and incorporated with the 
intereſts of religion, that it is impoſſible 
to ſeparate them. The peace and proſ- 
perity of the church of God are bound 
up with, and depend upon the tranquil- 
ity and happineſs of the country, in 


which the church may ſojourn, Civil 
| diſcords 


T3 


diſcords and commotions, to ſpeak within 
compaſs, have generally been ijurious to 
the propagation of truth, knowledge and 
virtue. The Jews therefore, when even 
in a ſtate of bondage and exile, were 
commanded to ſeek the peace of the city, 
' whither God had cauſed them to be carried 
away captives, and to pray to the Lord for 
it, for (faith God) in the peace thereof, 
ſhall ye have peace.“ How much more 
is it our duty and our privilege to ſeek 
the peace, to pray for the proſperity, and 
to rejoice in the felicity of this country; 
Britons as we are in our native land; 
Chriſtians as we are, in the land of liberty, 
religious as well as civil! 


are But to put out of all doubt what our 
Ds 0 duty is, as profeſſing chriſtians, on ſuch 
the an occaſion as the preſent; I would ob- 


ible ſerve that, the great apoſtle of the gen- 


vol. tiles exhorts, that ſupplications, prayers, and 
FSR] GIVING OF THANKS, be made for all 
wil- men, eſpecially for KINGS and all tht 


are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
B 2 and 


# Jeremiah chap: xxix, verſe 7. 


64 
and peaceable liſe in all godlineſs and bo- 


nefly. For this is good and acceptable in 
the fight of God our Saviour * 


I immediately proceed to my deſign and 
beg your attention to- KING HEZ E- 
KIAH's SICKNESS, — HIS RECOVERY, 
and finally HIS, and his PEOPLE's JOY 
AND THANKSGIVING ON THAT 
OCCASION, and to inculcate ſome ſeri- 
_ . ous practical conſiderations, as we paſs on. 


FixsT. We read that Hezekiab king 
of Judah © Happ BEEN 81CK.”. 


He was a rich and powerful monarch, 
and eminently proſpered of his God. At 
the ſame time exemplary for his zeal and 
religion, his truſt in God, the upright- 
neſs of his heart, and the rectitude of 
his conduct s; yet, was he not ex- 
empted from the common lot of ſinful 
humanity}; nay, he was ſeverely afflicted, 

> with 
i Timothy. chap. ii. verſes 1, 2; and 3—5 2 Kings, chap. 

xviii. verſe 3—7. 


1 Hezekiah in his character and conduct, was an illuſtrious 


patter 
King 


2 Chr 


5 


with the ſtroke of a moſt malignant, dan- 
gerous and peſtilential diſeaſe. f 


Hezekiah, though a ſovereign, was but 
a dying man, He knew it; he felt it; 
he conſidered it. (verſe 10.) Hezekiah, 
though a ſcverezgn was a ſinner as well 
as his ſubjects; and he humbly acknow- 
legded it. (verſe 17.) Hence was he ha- 
ble to ſickneſs, decay and death. Behold 
the king of Judah, one day, ſeated in 
grandeur, on his throne of power, eſtab- 
I{hed in his affairs &, beloved by his ſub- 
jects, and magnified in the ffobt of all 
natiens*; the next, laid proſtrate on his 
bed of ſickneſs; one day, fee him exult- 
ch, ing in bis riches and honour, and 2 fle 

At Houſe of bis precious things, the object of 
and envy; another day, the object of commiſ- 
ight- eration, mourning like a dove, and pour— 


e of ing forth his woe. (verſe 11.) T all not 
ex- ſee the Lerd, even the Lord, in the land 

ſinful of the living: I ſhall bebold nan no more 

iQed, with the inhabitants of the world. 

with 59 VWaat 


pattern to future princes, and an eminent type of Meſliah the 


5, chap. King of righteouſneſs and peace, 


+ Generally ſuppoſed to be the plug ue. 


. t , = * — 
Uuſtriou 2 Chron, chap. xxxii. rer. 1.—"2 Chron cha p. xxx. ver, 23, 


„ 
What an affecting lecture doth a ſuf- 
fering monarch read us, on the vanity of 
human greatneſs!—Let us not be deaf 
to the ſalutary, though it may be the 
ſolemn and mortifying inſtruction. How 
ſhort-lived is the coveted diſcrimination of 
the great among the children of men! 
—How ſoon is the ſplendor of their 
magnificence obſcured!—How abſolutely 
dependant are even the moſt elevated of 
mortals, on the ſovereign will of the God 
of Heaven !—When HE commiſſions diſ- 
eaſe and death to invade, will the moſt 
ſuperb manſion awe them, will the armed 
guard ward off their attacks ? How 
weak, how totally powerleſs are the great- 
eſt then! While viewed in their glory, 
flattery is apt to whiſper ye are gods, 
but alas, they die, [ike men, and fall like 
the people. And when they die, they carry 
nothing away; their glory ſhall not deſcend 
after them. 


O that the great as well as the /all, 
the high as well as the low, may learn 


from our Sovereign's late affliction! O that 


the 
* Pſalm xlix, verſe 17. 


£49 


the monarchs of the earth and princes of 
diftant nations, as well as thoſe that are 


near; O that our nobles and rich men at 
home, may praiſe, and extol, and honour 


the King of heaven, and learn that they 


that walk in pride HE is able to abaſe; 


may they hear and fear, and turn to the 


Lord. Religion, Sirs, is beneficial, is ne- 


ceſſary to you all, but it is peculiarly grace- 


ful and important to thoſe who are in 


elevated ſtations. How beautifully becoming 
is it in them, to be humbled before the 


Lord ef all; to lay their honours and glory, 


their crowns and ſceptres, their wealth 
and influence, and all they have at the 
feet of the SUPREME! and to acknow. 
ledge with the opulent and royal David, 
Thine, O Lord is the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glor, and the victory, and the ma- 


ey: for all that is in the heaven and in the 


earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, 
and th cu art des as head above all, Both 
riches and hencur come f thee, and thou 
reigneſt over ail; and in thine hand is power 
and might; and in thine hand it is 10 make 
great, and to give flrength unto all.* 


B 4 And 


* 1 Chron, chap. xxix, verſes 11 and 12, 


„„ 

And do not they who are in exalted 
circumſtances and in need of true religion? 
Are they not offenders againſt God in 
common with their meaneſt neighbours, 
and will they not be as truly wretched as 
others without repentance and forgiveneſs, 
through faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
Do they not require even /ronger grace 
than others to reſiſt thoſe glittering and 


Aattering temptations, to which they are 


expoſed, to forget God, to neglect their 
ſouls, to loſe all ſerious thoughts of 
death and eternity? In a word how 
peculiarly requiſite for them, is that holy 
fortitude, and that genuine magnanimily, 


which the faith and glorious hopes of the 


zoſpel alone can inſpire; to enable them, 
to tolerate the thought 'of being ſoon 
deprived of all their glory, dignity, aud 


carthly felicity ; calmly to reſign them to 


others, and to enter on a ſtate in which 
preſent diſtinctions will be done away ? 


Again, how little are even the great- 
eſt of mortals to be depended on! —— 
We ſhould reverence our ſuperiors, cbcy 


mag iſirates, 


it 


2 


= 
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magiſtrates, honour the king; but let not 
any man be ſeated in the place of God. 
* Put not your truſt in princes, nor in the 


fon of man, in whom there is no help. 


His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 
earth; in that very day bis though's pe, ib. 
Happy is be that bath the GOD of YJaced 


for his help, wwhsſe hope is in the LORD 


his God. 


SECONDLY, I lead you to a brighter 
theme, KING HrzTEIAu's RECoveRy. 


This was a moſt sraconanle event to 
the kingdom of Judah; as will appear 
to the attentive: and Tae reader, 
on conſidering the 3 of his time. 


Suffice it to obſerve that the great work of 
the kingdom; and there are other circum- 
ſtances, which would have rendered his rc- 
moval at that juncture ; peculiar ly afftie 1h, JEN 


reformation was ä on through al! 


and 


* Plalm exlvi. verſes 3, 4, and 5. 


At this time Hezekiah had no fon, for Manaſſeh was but 


twelve years old when his father died, whereas Hezekiah lived 
fifteen years aſter; his recovery. 


Beſides, had he died at this 


(8 


and conſequently his reſtoration to health 
was a moſt opportune interpoſition of 
_ providence. 


And is not the moment of his Majeſty's 

convaleſcence, to be marked, as pecu- 

liarly happy and ſeaſonable? SEAaSONABLE, 

as it has relieved our amiable Qverx, 

from a heavy burden of grief, and an 
arduous, however neceſſary, taſk of duty. 

— SEASONABLE, as it has releaſed the 

Royar Hzix from an office of high re- 

ſponſibility and peculiar difficulty. 

—SEASONABLE to Z7wo great branches of 
the legiflature, as it has entirely removed, 
| ſome nice points of political diſputation.* 
SEASONABLE to the people, as it has eſta- 

bliſhed the affairs of the empire on their 

ancient foundations ; and thus has re- 

ſtored 

time, he would have left his kingdom in circumſtances of great 
confuhon ariſing from the inwoſien of Semnacherib, which though 


it is mentioned ere Hezekiah's ckneſs, did rot commence 
till afterwards,——Sce verſe 6.——and Bp. Pairick, in loc. 


The Author wiſhes not to be underſ.ood as intimating any 
doubt reſpecting the great doftrines of Right, which have been 
lately diſcuſſed, But refers to ſome fictions cf law, which 


have becn rendered unneceſſary by the happy mn of the 
King, 


41 
th ſtored, at leaſt, I truſt it avz/] reſtore, that 
of union, harmony and good neighbourhood, 
| which might otherwiſe have been greatly 


diſturbed. No one can ſay what conten- 
ys | tion between ſiſter kingdoms, what civil 


2U- diſcords, what party feuds, what diviſi- 
LE, ons among families and friends, might 
EN, have followed, had the King's health been 
an withheld a little longer. In the mount of 
ty. difficulty hath the Lord been ſeen! 

the | | 
re- King Hezekiah's recovery, was UNExX- 


PECTEDLY SPEEDY. We read (verſe 1.) 
He was fick unto death, His diſeaſe was 
generally mortal. Nay, a divine meſſenger 
was ſent to him, to announce the ap- 
proach of diſſolution. ( verſe 1.) Ser 
thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die and 
not live. We may eaſily ſuppoſe all was 
diſtreſs throughout the kingdom. But 
heaven interpoſed its ſhield between him 
and the ſtroke of Death. The execution 
of the awful decree was ſuſpended, and 
protracted for fifteen years, and the much 
defired monarch wonderfully reſtored to 
his people, 


Hath 


OE 

Hath not our britiſh Judah been fa- 
voured with a ſimilar bleſſing? Five 
months ago, how were our fears a— 
larmed! How have our hopes ſince 
that time, been deprefſed! With what 
diſtreſsful apprehenſions did we receive 
the melancholy reports of phyſicians from 
day to day! When, Lo! our Sovereign, 
in a manner, ſpeedy beyond our moſt 
ſanguine hopes, 1s emerged, from the dark 
cloud, which hid the luſtre of majeſty 
and obſtructed the genial influence of his 
virtues. 


We looked one upon another with 
ſurpriſe and rapture; we could hardly 
believe the delightful intelligence. When 
Cod turned gain our captivity, we were 


lihe them that eream; then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
fenging; then ſaid they among the heathen, 
the Lord hath done great things for them. 
The LORD bath dene great things for us; 
wherecef we are glad. 


Again, the reſtoration of Hezekiah's 
health was granted IN ANSWER TO FER= 


v nr 


0 W 
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VENT PRAYER. His diſcaſe did not deprive 


him of an ability from his bed of pain 


to ſend his own ſupplications to heaven. 
He tarned his face towards the wall* and 
prayed unto the Lord. Remember now, O 
Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have walked 
before thee in truth, and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that which is good in 
thy fight., And Hezekiah wept ſore. d. And 
can it be doubted that Iſaiah, and many 
of the pious people of Judah, who al- 
ways prayed for their king, would be 
uncommonly urgent in their intreaties 
with God, for the preſervation of a 
life, ſo precious and important as that 
of their pious ſovereign? Surely no. 
And God was intreated for him, Je 
faith the Lord, the God of David thy Fa- 
ther, I have heard thy prayer, J have ſeen 
thy tears. Behold I will add unto thy life 


fifteen years. | N 


Prayer has been made without ceaſing unto 
God, t by the church of all denomina- 


tions, 
® See Bp. Lowth's entertaining note on the paſſage. 
F Iſaiah xxxviii, ver. 2, 3,—l| ver. 5.—f Acts xii. yer. 5. 


. 
tions, on the behalf of our lately af- 
flicted King. The ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplications has been eminently poured 
forth, and millions of fervent petiti- 
ons, full of argument and pleading, have 
been preſented at the foot-ſtool of the 
King of kings. From the cieſet of retire- 
ment, from the Habitations of them that 
practiſe family. devotion; and eſpecially 
from the houſe of the Lord, have the pray- 
ers of the ſaints aſcended. God has been 
known in the palaces of Zion for a re- 
fuge.* A nation's cries have entered into 
the ears of the Lerd of ſabaoth & Our 
voice has been heard; cur prayers have 


come up to his bely dwelling place even un- 
to heaven. 


Is this becauſe of any merit in us, 
poor finners? Surely no. Our own 
lives and ſouls are forfeited to divine 
_ Juſtice; and how can we obtain by me- 
kit the life of ancther? Js it becauſe 
of any intrinſic virtue in our interceſſions 


to 


_ ® Pfalm xlviii. ver. 3----$ James chap. v. ver, 4. f 2 Chron. 
chap. xxx. ver. 27. 
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to alter the ſecret decrees of the Moſt 
High? Very far from it, for be is of 


one mind, and who can turn him.* But 


it is becauſe he honours the Mediator in 
whoſe name we pray; he dignifies his 
own appointment with ſucceſs; and in 


ſo doing fulfils his own promiſe; for 


he hath ſaid, call on me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver, and thou fhait glo- 
rify me. | And further, it is becauſe hz 
PREPARED the heart to pray, that he cauſed 
his ear to bear. THEREFORE hath be 
heard the deſire of the humble. 


With a condeſcending regard to our uni- 
ted pleas Gop has healed our Sovereign, 
and brought him forth from his melan- 
choly chamber; his reaſon is returned unto 


bim; and for the glory of his kingdom, his 


honour and his brightneſs have returned unto 
him. And his counſellors and his lords, have 


fought unto him. O may be be ESTABLISU- 


ED in HIS KINGDOM; and excellent majejty 
be added unto bim. : And may the years 
of bis life be MANY! What 


Job chap. xxiii. ver. 13. I Pſalm l. ver. 15,>--+ x. ver. 17. 
1 Dan, chap. iv. ver. 36. 
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What an encouragement is this for us 
to continue in prayer for him, from 
day to day! And how ſhould this ant- 
mate our hearts, at all times, eſpecially 
on every new emergency, of a private as 
well as public nature, 70 7ruft in God, and 
to pour out our hearts before him !* Have 
we not our Lord's. promiſe to his diſei- 
ples, that if even two ſhould agree on earth, 
as touching any thing they ſhall aſe, it fall 
be dine for them of bis father in heaven *| 
Have we not the precept and promiſe 
united for our direction and ſupport ! 
Tt Pray ene for the other that ye may be 
healed. The prayer of jaith ſhall ſave, 
or recover the fick, and the Lord fall 
raiſe him. The prayer of a righteous man, 
wrought. by the energy cf the ſpirit is of 
great efficacy & 


Finally. The King of Judah was re- 
ſtored to health BY THE APPLICATION 
OF APPOINTED AND SUITABLE REMEDIES. 
Though his phyſician was a man of a 

| ſacred 


e plalm Ixil. ver, 8. Math. xviii. ver 19.---+James v. ver. 16. 


& Sce Doddridge, in loc. 


ne 
cc 


cc 
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ſacred character, a prophet, extraordi- 
narily employed on this occaſion, yet, 
« God, in effecting this miraculous cure, 
e was pleaſed to order the uſe of means 
« not improper for that end“. 


But that which was remarkable, and 
manifeſted the immediate interpoſition of 
God in this cure, was the uncommonly 


ſpeedy efficacy with which, the means were 


attended. 


Prayer, and truſt in God, in any ca- 
lamity, do not. ſupercede the uſe of ra- 
tional and proper means; for example, 
in a time of ſickneſs, preſcribed and ſuit- 
able remedies ſhould be applied. We 
are not authorized by experience, or by 
the word of God, to aſk, or to expect, 
immediate interpoſitions, without {| the 
utmoſt necefſity— Prayer without pru- 
dence 1s folly, is preſumption. But 
let not the application of remedies pre- 
clude dependance and prayer. Let there 


C not 


* Bp; Lowth's Iſaiah, Notes, page 182. 


( 18 ) 
not be ſach a reliance on the ſkill, or the 


prudence of fallible men, however wile ; 


ſuch a confidence in means, however 
well adapted, or well applied; as to forget 


HIM who giveth wiſdom to the wile, 
and all the ſanative virtue of the moſt pre- 
cious medicines, This is highly offen- 
five to God, who ſays, curſed be the 
man who truſteth in man, and maketh. fleſh 
his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the 
Lord 4. Such as do ſo may expect. 
blaſted wiſhes, and diſappointed] expecta- 
tions j. Becauſe they regard not the works 
of the Lord, nor the operation of bis 
hands, he ſhall defliroy them, and not build 
them up tf. And this forgetfulneſs, is 
peculiarly diſingenuous, and odious in 
thoſe who have known, and profeſſed 
the Lord as their God. With what 


+ Jer. chap. xvii. ver, 53. Pſalm xxviii. ver. 5. 


| It is acknowledged, that it very often pleaſes the Sove- 
reign of the univerſe for wiſe and good purpoſes, to individuals, 
as well as to his govertiment at large, to crown with ſucceſs, 
means employed by wicked men, without a fingle thought of 
Him; but this, ſo far from palliating, aggravates their crime, 


and that which was before neglect, afterwards becomes vile 
and black ingratitude. 


e Sove- 
viduals, 
ſucceſs, 
ught of 
crime, 
nes vile 


. 
a marked emphaſis of cenſure is it 
obſerved of king Aſa, and with what an 
indelible reproach on his memory, 1s it 
reeorded, that, in his diſeaſe he ſought, Nor 
TO THE LORD, BUT ro THE PHYSICIANS||; 
that is, he relied on them to the neglect 
of that God, whom he had before fo 
humbly acknowledged, Let us watch a- 
gainſt this carnal confidence; and look 
up for a divine bleſſing, while we employ 
the beſt methods of relief and deliverance 
in all circumſtances of diſtreſs whatſo- 
ever. For every creature of God is good, 
and nothing to be refuſed, if it be received 


with thankſgiving: For it is ſantified by 


the word of God, and prayer“. 


TnixDLyY, We are to conſider KING 


HrzxEKIARH's, AND His PeOPLE's Joy AND . 


THANKSG1VINGS, AFTER HIS RECOVERY, 


Let us firſt obſerve the reſtored mon- 
arch in eRIvare. He looks back on 
his late afflicted fituation, and recollects 
the deſponding frame of his mind under 
| | C 2 it; 


2 Chron, chap; xvi. ver. 12-1 Tim. chap. iv. ver. 4, 5. 


1 

it; he contraſts. with theſe, his happy. 
deliverance, and his preſent joy; and he 
aſcribes all the glory to God. — He com- 


mits his thoughts to writing, and we 
have it handed down to us for our in- 


ſt uction. 


T ſaid in the cutting off of my. days, 1 
ſhall go to the gates of the grave: I am 
deprived of the reſidue of my years. (verſe 
10.)—Like the crane or the ſwallow did 
T twitter. I made a moaning like a dove“, 
mine eyes fail with looking upward. O 
Lord I am oppreſſed; undertake for me. 
What ſhall J ſay? He hath both ſpoken to 


EE me, and himſelf hath done it. © He hath 


% given me a promiſe, and himſelf hath 
« performed itf. Through the reſt of my 
« years will I reflect on this bitterneſs 
* of my ſoul. For this cauſe ſhall it 
* be declared O JEHOVAH concerning 
e thee, that thou haſt revived my ſpirit, 
© that thou haſt reſtored my health, and 
« prolonged my life. Behold my anguiſh 
< 18 changed into caſe! Thou haſt reſcued 


my 


Bp. Lowth,—+ ibid. 
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% my foul from perdition; yea, thou 

haſt caſt behind thy back, all my ſins*.” 
And this ſurely, was but a proper anſwer 

to the gracious meſſage of God. Thus 

faith the Lord, I have heard thy prayer, 

and I have ſeen thy tears. Behold I will 
heat thech, Yes, ſays the grateful king, 

THE LORD WAS READY TO SAVE ME. 


Hence, let thoſe who have been reſtored. 
to health, learn what their duty is.— 
Retire alone,—Look back to the day of 
your diſtreſs, when the ſorrows of death 
compaſſed you, when hope was far, and 
danger near. Remember your fears, your 
groans, your ſolemn vows, and your fer- 
vent prayers; and row, O ye recovered, 
now, gratefully, deliberately, and devoutly 
own, it is the Lord that hath healed yout: ; 
and preſent your offerings of praiſe, Let 
the {kilful, the benevolent; the conſtant 
phyſician have his due acknowledgements 
of reſpect and gratitude, for his kind- 
neſs and exertions; be thankful for the 

C 3 | faluta ry 


* Biſhop Lowti's Tranſlation,--- 4 2 Kings chap. xx. ver. 5. 
t Exod. chap, xv. ver. 26. 


. 
ſalutary medicines, and for the judicious 
and ſeaſonable application of them; but 
O give not the creature the glory of the 
Lord, who hilleth and maketh alive, who 
bringeth down to the grave and bringeth 
2b. Had it not pleaſed him to guide 
the judgment, the moſt ſkilful would 
have blundered; had not he given efficacy, 
the moſt valuable preſcriptions would have 
been uſed in vain. Hear the royal Da- 
vid's language. I vill extol thee O Lord; 
for thou haſt not made my foes to rejoice ever 
me. O Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and 
thou haſt healed me; O Lord thou haſt brought 
up my ſoul from the grave, thou haſt kept 
me alive that I ſhould not go down to the 
| pith. Thus ſhould they, who have ex- 
perienced the healing goodneſs of God, 
exerciſe their renewed health in private, 


win wb A ,, vw A MAJ of = © »% 
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But it is obſerved, alſo, that Hezekiah 
reſolved to go up to the Housg oF THE 
Lox, and there to join with the congre. 
gation in PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. There- 
fore, ſaith he, we will fing my ſongs, in 

the 


I Sam. chap. Ii. ver. 6,---4 Pſalm xxx, ver. 1, 2, and 3. 
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the houſe of the Lord. We have no ac- 
count of the fulfilment of this promiſe ; 
but we can hardly ſuppoſe it poſſible, 
that a man who had proved himſelf fo 
zealous for public worſhip could have 
omitted it; and we may reaſonably con. 
jecture, that this his vow was per- 
formed, according to all the pomp of 
the jewiſh temple worſhip, practiſed at 


that day, on grand and ſolemn occa- 
ſions*. | 


And where ſhould people go to cele- 
brate their Sovereign's recovery, but where 
they have ſo often and earneſtly beſought, 
and where they have obtained that bleſ- 
ſing? Our KiNG HIMSELF HATH SET us 
THE EXAMPLE, Where we have offercd 
our petitions, there let us preſent our 
praiſe, —Shall the luxurious and the gay 
proclaim their joy around the feſtive ta- 
ble, or in the dance and the ſong ?— 
T4: mall 


® See particularly 2 Chron. xxix. ver. 26, and following. 
In all probability alſo, on this cvent there were great public 
rejoicings, and it might be ſaid, there was great joy in 
Jeruſalem and fince the time of Solomon the fon of Dawid, there 
was not 4he like in Jeruſalem, 2 Chron, Chap, Xxx, ver, 26, 
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ſhall the ' temples of pleaſure, reſound 
with ſhouts of exultation, and, perhaps, 
profane and impious lips join in choruſes 
of praiſe; and ſhall the pious and devout 
friends of their king and country neglect 
to unite in a decent, ſolemn manner in the 


houſe of their great deliverer, to praiſe 
his goodneſs? God forbid! 


Finally. Let thoſe who have experi- 
enced reſtoring mercy, after a ſeaſon of 
indiſpoſition and confinement, preſent 
themſelves, and their thank-offerings to 
God, in the public afſembly, before they 
enter into the world again, What more 
rational, more- decent, than to pay your 
firſt homage, and to offer your praiſe un- 
to him who has healed your diſeaſes, and 
redeemed your hfe from deſirudtion? What 
more calculated, under a divine blefling, 
to preſerve deep impreſſions of ſacred grat- 
itude on your. hearts, than to hear the 
word of God? What can fortify you 
better againſt the returning temptations 
of health and the world, than the all- 
ſufficient grace of the Redeemer, diſ- 


Played 


E 
played in a preached Goſpel ? Adopt then 
the reſolution of the pſalmiſt, (perhaps 


the royal David,) on ſuch an occa- 
ſion. I will go into thine houſe, I will 


pay thee my vows, which my lips have ut- 


tered, and my mouth hath ſpoken when I was 
in trouble*, O Lord, truly J am thy ſer- 


want, 1 am thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy 
bandmaid; thou haſt looſed my bonds. I will 
offer unto thee the ſacrifice of thanłſgiving, 


and will call on the name of the Lord. 
T will pay my vows unto the Lord, now 
in the preſence of all his people. In the 
courts of the Lord's houſe in the midſt of 


thee, O Jeruſalem. Praiſe ye the Lord}. 


Thus then have I pointed out ſome 


of thoſe uſeful practical leſſons, which 


the ſickneſs and recovery of the ancient 
Jewiſh king, and which, the recent ill- 
neſs and reſtoration of our beloved So- 


vereign are calculated, under the divine 


bleſſing, to teach. The rich and great 
may ſee the folly of pride, and irreligion; 


and the For and the dependant, may be 


taught 


* Pſalm vi. ver. 13 and 14----+ Pſalm cxyi. ver. 16, ad fin. 
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taught the vanity of creature confidence. 
Let the healthy and ſtrong learn thank- 
fulneſs. Let the ch and afflicted conſi- 
der the duty and the advantage of prayer. 
Let the recovered and reſtored be remind- 
ed, how, and where, their gratitude and joy 
are principally to be diſplayed, vig. in 
chearful thankſgivings in their cloſets, 
and in the houſe of God; and in de- 
voting their renewed health, to the glo- 
ry of God, in the church, and in the 


world“. 


But the themes which will be moſt 
acceptable on the occaſion we now cele- 
brate, are joy and rejoicing, with the 
echoes of which the whole nation rings. 
I feel the delightful emotions in every 

| power, 


® It wasnot a little blot in the general character of the pious 
Hezekiah, that he rendered net again according to the bene- 
fit done unto him. Fer his heart va lifted up: therefore, 
there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Feruſalem., Net- 
withlanding, Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of his 
heart, c. 2. Chron. che p. xxxii. verſes 25 and 26, Forgetful- 
neſs and ingratitude, pride of heart and omiſßſons of duty, after 
ſpecial deliverances from heavy afllictions, are highly offenſive 
to God, and will, ſooner or later, if not repented of, be {o]- 
' lowed with tokens of the divine diſpleaſure, 
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power. I moſt ſincereſy congratulate my 


fellow countrymen on the happy event. 
Rejoice, BRITONS, REJOICE and fing !— 


But let it be with reaſon, with decorum, 
and religi n. Never forget, that 1T 1s 
GOD THAT GIVETH SALVATION UNTO 
KINGs*, Chriſtians, let the houſe of 
God reſound with your loud thankſgiv- 
ings, to THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF 
THE EARTHF. Diſgrace not your pro- 
feſſion by denying Tur EXALTED Jæsus 
the glory due unto his name, or by a 
behaviour contrary to your allegiance, and 
obligations to HIM. We may exult elſe- 
where. But God forbid it ſhould be 
with drunkenneſs and gluttony, with 
waſte and extravagance, with riot and 


profaneneſs! A ſober ſovereign cannot 


wiſh, on any occaſion, for drunken ſub- 
jects ; can never take pleaſure in having 
his Recovery celebrated, by the injury 
or deſtruction of the health, the morals, 
or the ſouls of his loyal people. It is 
an affront to ſuch a KING, as GEORGE 
the THIRD, and a diſhonour to the 


happy 


* Pſalm cxliv, ver, 10.---+ Rev. chap. i. ver. 5. 
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happy occaſion, for any to diveſt them- 
ſelves of ſober reaſon, and to become 
worſe than brutes, under the pretence of 
Joy. A joy this, which is but ſhort; which 
while it laſts may raiſe confuſion and riot; 
which will ſoon die away into languor, 
and hiſtleſineſs; and, perhaps, be followed 


with diſgrace, diſeaſe and remorſe, if 


not with death and deſtruction ! 


And what a provoking inſult, muſt 
ſuch a kind of triumphing be, to the 
gracious Majeſty on high? Is this the 


way to teſtify our gratitude ? What! 


to deſpiſe our own reaſon, to violate 
all order, and trample upon his commands? 
hut, ye mult ſee the groſs diſingenuity 
of ſuch behaviour. May the divine ſpirit | 
fix conviction deep in your hearts, and 
make it powerfully operative againſt the 
voice of temptation |! 


Rejoice then with z7emperance, and (may 1 
be permitted to add?) with 7rembling too. 
In this world of changes, mortals ſhould 


always Kcep a rein on the neck of their 
Joy 


he receive a crown of eternal glory! 
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joy. In our proſperity, we are apt to 
ſay, we ſhall never be moved. But it its. 
the Lord's favour that makes our mountain 
to fland ſtrong. He hides his face and we 
are troubled}. Our brighteſt proſpects may 
fade, and in time be obſcured. Kings 


are born to die. 


Let us then with our praiſe unite 
our continued ſupplications to the KING 
or kids, for the preſervation of our 
beloved Sovereign's life, health and uſe- 
fulneſs. May he richly experience the 
laſting benefits of ſanctified affliction; 
may he appear in his exalted ſtation, as 
the mild light of the morning clearly 
ſhining after the rain, and ſhed his 
reviving influence throughout the ſmil- 
ing land! — Long, long may he with 
honour, fill the britiſh throne; by his 
religion and virtues, give genuine luſtre 
to his diadem, and after it may pleaſe 
God to remove him, from earth, may 


To 


+ Pſalm xxx. verſe 7. 
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To conclude. Brethren, the time is 


drawing near apace, when every earthly 
diſtinction will be done away; when all 
the Sovereigns of the world muſt reſign 
their crowns and ſceptres; and together 
with the innumerable multitudes over 
which they have reigned, give up their 
final account. The ſon of man ſhall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
bim, and be ſhall fit on the throne of his 
glory; and before him ſhall be gathered all 
nations.— Then ſhall the KING of ALL 
receive or reject, honour or baniſh them 
according to their reſpective characters.“ 
O letit be our grand concern to be found 


among thoſe, whoſe hearts have been 


bowed beneath the ſceptre of his grace, 
who have obeyed bis goſpel, ſubmitted to his 
righteouſneſs, faithtully acknowledged and 
adhered to the King of ſaints, and 
pleaded his cauſe during his perſonal 
withdrawment from our world; that we 
may not be bid to depart from him as 
thoſe that have forgotten and deſerted 
him. And as we know not what hour 

he 


Matt. chap. xxv, verſes 31, 32, 34, 41, &c. 
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he may come, may we be diligent that we 
may be faund of him in peace; be wel- 
comed into his kingdom; and be preſont- 
ed faultleſs before his glorious preſence, with 
exceeding joy. | 


Now ro THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS 
OF THE EARTH, ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, 
UNCHANGEABLE, BE GLORY, AND MA JES=- 
TY, DOMINION, AND POWER, BOTH NOW 
AND FOR EVER. Amen. 
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